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Chairman's muses
At our AGM in November, I questioned whether
there was still a need to produce regular Newsletters (partly because there hadn’t been one for some
time and nobody seemed to have noticed!) as we
now have a very good website which is maintained
and regularly updated by Stuart Bowie.
It was decided however, that as there are still
quite a number of you who do not have or ever use
the internet, we should continue to publish a
Newsletter but only when we have something
worthwhile to say/report. I’m tempted to say that,
in practice, that’s the same thing but better not….
As it happens, there are a number of things worth
reporting, most of which were referred to at our
AGM and of which those of you who do look on our
website, will already be aware.Firstly, there is the
question of our Annual Subscription which is
due on 1st January 2018 and must be paid by the
end of January 2018 at the latest. Details of how
to join/renew are the subject of a separate article
but the process is very straightforward. While we
gained a number of new members this year, sadly
our overall numbers have dropped due to a number of previous members not having renewed their
membership. Michael, our treasurer is contacting
those lapsed members to ascertain whether there
is a particular reason for not renewing their subscription or whether they merely forgot. Perhaps
they no longer keep bees?
If you are a beekeeper, please don’t forget that
your subscription includes 3rd party and product
liability insurance, BBKA membership, monthly
editions of the BBKA magazine, membership of
the Cumbria Bee Association, rental of the Houghton Village Hall for our evening meetings and various other activities. All for an Annual Subscription
of just £30! I would strongly encourage you to be a
member – if only for the insurance - as it is only by
being part of the bee keeping community that you

keep up to date with the latest thinking, changes to national regulations etc.
Oh, and if you do arrange a standing order, don’t
forget to put your name as a reference, otherwise Michael may not know who it came from!
Details of the account name and number are
included in the form separately in the news letter.
You will see later in the Newsletter that again
we are to have our Annual Dinner at Skitby
House. Date is the 26th January (Friday and all
are welcome. It would be helpful if you could let
Peter Nanson know if you are attending as soon
as possible.
We again have an excellent Programme lined
up. In February, Peter Roebuck will be talking
to us about the Drovers. Must be an expert, as
he has written a book on the subject – don’t worry, this will be a shortened version! In March
we will have an expert on taking close up photography – inspiration for those photographs of
your beekeeping year. Other speakers are in the
process of being confirmed and we will update
you in due course.
In an effort to attract new beekeepers, an approach has been made to the Cumberland
News to produce a monthly article about
beekeeping and the goings on in the Apiary
world. This would start in February and so far,
it looks as if we might be taken up on the offer.
This Newsletter will reach you just after Christmas so I hope you had a good one and that next
year is a very happy one for you and your family
and that all of

Robin MacLeod

ANNUAL DINNER

Following last year’s very successful Annual Dinner, we are returning to Skitby House, Smithfield, Brampton, which continues to have a very good reputation and certainly did us proud last year. The date is Friday, 26 th January 2018.
The cost will be £20, including gratuities and coffee.
The menu is below and anyone wanting to attend should contact Peter Nanson – 01228 522147.
We have arranged for us to be in a secluded part of the dining room – after last year, it was perhaps their suggestion – and so we
will be able to again have a really enjoyable, social evening.
We have a speaker – Jeanie Jones -who will be talking about primulas she has seen in the Himalayas and Turkey. She is somewhat
of an expert and has a comprehensive collection grown from seed in her garden near Lockerbie. Do try to attend, you will be sure
to enjoy yourself.

Menu
Red Lentil and Sweet Potato Soup
With herb croutons
Chicken Liver Parfait
Cranberry orange chutney, toasted brioche
Melon, Pear and Orange Salad
With ginger and mint dressing

Fresh Local Salmon Terrine
With lemon and lemon and chive crème fraiche~
~~~~~
Traditional Roasted Turkey
Pigs in blankets and cranberry relish

Braised Beef

With roasted root vegetables, horseradish mash and Merlot gravy

Oven Baked Trout Fillet
With lemon and dill mash with caper Chardonnay cream sauce

Mushroom, Chestnut and Sweet Potato Pie (V)
With cranberry stuffing and Port gravy

~~~~~~
Dark Chocolate and Raspberry Cheesecake

Lemon Prosecco Mousse

Assiette of Appleby Cheeses
With celery, grape chutney and walnut bread
~~~~~~~~~
Coffee or Tea
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ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION
Annual subscriptions are due on 1st January 2018.
The form is available on our website but for those of you who want a separate
copy, the form is set out below. The subscription for 2018 is £30.
As referred to in the Chairman’s Report, it is important that your Annual
Membership is paid by 31st January 2018. Please don’t forget to give your
name as a reference in order that the treasurer is able to identify you!
MEMBERSHIP STANDING ORDER MANDATE

Please send the completed Standing Order Mandate to your own bank.
Your Bank Details

Bank

_________________________________________

Address

_________________________________________

Post Code

_________________________________________

Account Holder
Name

_________________________________________

Address

_________________________________________

Post Code

_________________________________________

Account Details
Sort Code

_________________________________________

Account Name

_________________________________________

Account No.

_________________________________________

Payment Details
Payment

£ _________________________

1st Payment

__________________________________________

Annual Payment

1st January

Frequency

Annual

Payments To Go To
Bank

Cumberland Building Society

Sort Code

16:52:21

Account Name

Carlisle Beekeepers Association

Account Number

54009529

Treasurer: Michael Neilson WindyKnowe, Annan, DG12 5LN
Tel: 01461 204691
Email: carol@windyknowe.plus.com

CUMBRIA BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION

Carlisle Branch
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2017.
Monday November 27th, at 7.30 p.m. in the Houghton Village Hall.
MINUTES
1. Welcome: Robin welcomed everyone to the Annual General meeting
2. Attending: Neil Baillie, Allan Beattie, John Beattie, Stuart Bowie, Harold Bowron, Phillip Bradley, Ian Burrow, David Byers, David
Ewings, Emma Keir, Kevin Graham, Dieter Gringinger, Robin MacLeod, Walter McPhee, Peter Matthews, Christine Matthews, Nicholas
Mills, Pete Nanson, Carol Neilson, Michael Neilson, Esther Nicholson, Syd Parker, Monica Parker, Lorraine Priestley, Janet Queen, Robert
Robson, Fiona Roebuck, Ken Smith and Norman Toppin.

Apologies for absence: Apologies from Maureen Cooper.
3. Minutes of AGM, Nov. 2016 were circulated by email and copies were distributed at the meeting. The
minutes were approved by the membership in attendance.
4. Matters arising from minutesSwarm collection list was now on the Cumbria Beekeepers Association website and would be forwarded to
BBKA. The list for Carlisle Beekeepers Association was also on the Carlisle website.

Memory sticks for training (Course in a Case) were now available from BBKA for £6. Carlisle Beekeepers
had a copy. Walter advised that Steve Barnes was happy to copy the memory sticks for anyone wanting
one.
Robin advised that the beginners course in 2017 did not run because of a lack of interest from new members.
5. Reports
a) Chairman – A short report but recording a further fairly successful year.
At the apiary, Ken had worked hard to ensure that we had a good number of working hives, all at varying
stages of development and he had been happy to let beginners have a good amount of hands on inspection.
As ever, beginners in particular were encouraged to come to our Apiary days as only by “hands on” did
you really get to understand what beekeeping was all about. Robin expressed his thanks to Ken and also to
Ian Burrow for cutting the grass and to John Beattie for keeping the hedge under control.
In the past few weeks we had taken on 4 additional hives, - 2 Langstroths and 2 Nationals, together with 3
colonies. The intention was to perhaps sell the hives, with a Nuc, to new beekeepers, on the condition that
if they decided to give up beekeeping, we would take them back.
Our speakers at winter meetings had been excellent – thanks in the main to Fiona coming up with suggestions and this had been reflected in regularly good attendances. Fiona and the Committee had also come up
with good speakers for next year.
Honey production overall this year had not been great – although some seemed to have done alright - and
this was reflected in fewer entries to the Honey Show. The quality of exhibits was high however and it was
fascinating to see the variation in colours, from almost non-existent to "competing with marmite". Christine’s advice on exhibiting techniques was obviously proving successful, although embarrassing for one of
us who had fallen foul of the rust regulations!
Robin thanked Christine and Peter for all their support.

The smaller number of entries to the Honey Show was perhaps a reflection of problems with bees
this year – a lot of reports of queen loss - so for those who suffered with the weather or whatever,
Robin looked for a better summer next year.
We had gained some new members this year but disappointingly, numbers overall had decreased
to around 60 paid up members. We were addressing this, as Michael would explain later. Robin
emphasised the importance of having as many paid up members as possible if we were to remain
viable financially.
Robin also advised that he was exploring the possibility of producing a monthly column in the
Cumberland News aimed at attracting new beekeepers.
There had been no Newsletters since the beginning of the year which Robin said was entirely
down to him not having got his act together. In mitigation however, he said he never received any
articles from fellow members and the Newsletter had tended to end up being odd ramblings from
himself.
Robin was not sure that there was actually now a need for a Newsletter, as Stuart Bowie kept our
website constantly up to date with relevant news and links to other sites. He thanked Stuart for his
efforts as there was nothing worse than looking up a website only to find it was over a year since
anyone had posted anything on it.
Michael would give his financial report later in the meeting, together with a recommendation for
next year’s subs. We were in balance but with very little money to play with and when repairs etc.
were needed, there might well be problems unless we got more members.
Finally, Robin thanked everyone for their support over the past year, particularly to Fiona, Michael, Christine, Ken and Lorraine – our Minute taker extraordinaire and very conscientious teas/
coffees and raffle organiser – and to the committee and all the regular faces who came to our
meetings and the apiary, which helped keep the association successful and moving forward.

b) Secretary’s report- Fiona reported that the year had been reasonable on terms of honey production for some, less good for others. Fiona hadn't taken any honey off at all this year, instead
leaving it for the bees.
The dinner in January had been simply splendid. A great place and a meal which was memorable
for all the right reasons. Fiona thanked Pete Nanson for organizing it again.
In terms of our programme, we had had a steady attendance at the talks of 20 - 25. Given that our
membership was over 60, it was less than it might have been. Could it be perhaps that we weren't
having sufficiently interesting speakers? Fiona hoped not. Indeed there had been some excellent
talks, Julia Hoggard starting the season with a really good talk to get us going with new resolutions to look after our bees even better. Especially memorable was the talk on Mead making from
Northumberland honey. They certainly seemed to be doing well enough to get the honey in
for mead making. Granted they do have 150 hives!
The Honey show attracted a disappointing field of entries. Was it because many didn't take honey
off or just weren't good at competing? The purpose of a honey show was to have fun and to raise
standards. Perhaps we were all just too modest!
Last year Fiona said she would do one more year as Secretary and that was now at an end and so
she thanked everyone for their support and patience. She would hand over to the new Secretary,
whom she would be happy to help, should the need arise.

c) Treasurer – Copies of the annual accounts were circulated.
Michael noted that there were 21 members who had not renewed membership but that with new members
joining, the net loss had been 15. A letter had been sent to the members who had not re-joined to ask if
they were still keeping bees, if they wished to return to membership and also the reason for leaving.
Michael advised that a cheque for payment for the annual dinner sent to the Golden Fleece in 2016 had
not been cashed and this made the balance appear much healthier. It was thought the management had
changed. It was felt appropriate for Michael to contact the Golden Fleece to enquire why this had not
been presented.
There then followed discussion about setting subscriptions, recorded in the minute under section 7.
It was proposed by Michael that the membership should rise to £30 per member. This was agreed.
It was felt that Associate Membership could perhaps be looked into.
c Raffle report – separate accounts sheet.
Lorraine advised that the sum banked this year was down slightly on last year due to more of the raffle
fund being paid out during the year (Speaker, broken bottle of Mead and 2 new flasks). Lorraine reported the sum of £100 had been given to the Treasurer that evening for Carlisle Beekeepers account and that
cash in hand stood at £75.49.
Robin thanked Lorraine for organising the raffle.
6. Election of officers and Committee:
Robin reiterated that it would be helpful if any new members who wished to assist the club either as an
office bearer or committee member put themselves forward. He felt it would be particularly helpful to
have new blood on the committee.
Robin considered he should step down as Chairman, having served for 4 years. Fiona also indicated she
wished to step down as secretary and gave a brief synopsis of the role.
After discussion, with no other nominations and some arm twisting, office bearers for 2018 were proposed, seconded and agreed as follows:
Chairman – Robin MacLeod
Vice Chairman – Christine Matthews
Treasurer – Michael Neilson.
Secretary – Emma Keir advised that she would not be able to take on the role this year but would be prepared to shadow Fiona and take this on next year. Emma was thanked for this and Robin agreed to sound
out any other members to take over as secretary on a temporary basis until Emma was available
Minute Secretary- Lorraine
Apiary Manager – Ken Smith.
Inspection of Accounts- Stella Bell was willing to continue in 2018 and this was approved.
Newsletter Editor- Discussion followed about whether a newsletter was needed. Since we have a web
site, it was thought a newsletter might not be necessary. It was pointed out however that approximately
1/6 of members did not have the internet.
It was agreed that a limited newsletter be sent out to members via e-mail twice a year, with those having
no internet being posted in the usual way.
Membership renewal and dinner info to be sent out with membership card.

Branch Representative at Cumbria Beekeepers AssociationRobin advised he would endeavour to attend. It was noted that Walter was the Chairman of the
committee and that Nick, Christine and Peter were attendees in their own right.
Committee- Syd and Monica Parker and Pete Nanson advised they were happy to step down
from committee. Robin thanked them for their loyal and supportive attendance over many years.
Nominations were then sought and the committee appointed as follows:
Neil Baillie, Harold Bowron, Ian Burrow, George Heimensen, Emma Keir, Nick Mills, Lorraine
Priestley and Ken Smith plus the office bearers. (Robin, Fiona, Michael, Christine)
Apiary Manager- Ken Smith agreed to continue managing the apiary.
7. Membership issues and setting of Branch Subscriptions- Following Michael's recommendation in his earlier report, Robin proposed an increase to the annual subscription of £2 to £30 to
cover ongoing costs.
This was approved.
Michael advised that the new account with The Cumberland Building Society was working well,
particularly as his local HSBC bank had now closed.
8. Website
Stuart was happy to maintain the website for Carlisle Beekeepers Association http://www.carlisle
-beekeepers.co.uk
9. Education and Training
Christine proposed that instead of running a course over 6 weekends, it might be better to run a
weekend course instead in 2018. This could be for beginners or intermediate depending on interest. Members were to be asked what they wish to be organised.
Stuart felt the BBKA Basic Examination / assessment should be promoted to membership and
members encouraged to take this assessment to improve standards. This would then allow members to take further courses.
10. Annual Dinner
Peter Nanson was in the process of arranging the Annual Dinner again this year which was to be
held at Skitby House, Smithfield, Brampton CA6 6DL on Friday, 26th January 2018. Price was
likely to be £20 including gratuities.
Menus would be circulated.
11. Programme for 2018
The following dates for meetings were agreed:
26th January: (Annual Dinner at Skitby House)
26th February:
26th March:
30th April:
Apiary meetings every fortnight at 2pm, alternating Sundays and
Saturdays, with short talks on various subjects
24th September:
29th October: Honey Show
26th November: AGM
No confirmed bookings yet but suggestions of Ian Gilmour Carlisle Camera Club on close up
photography, Cattle Droving by Peter Roebuck. Any other suggestions were welcomed.

11. Any other business
a. BDI Bee disease insurance : Last year Ian Burrow asked if Carlisle Beekeepers association had
considered taking up Bee Disease Insurance with BDI. This was raised again and a lengthy discussion followed and it was thought this needed to be looked into again.
Michael was asked to work out the percentage of members living in Scotland/ England to see if it
would be worth taking out BDI as the club would all need to be involved. (although it would only
cover bees in England).
Peter Matthews gave a brief description of what would be covered and warned that you needed to
indicate the number of hives in the apiary site and if a claim was made and it was found that, even if
temporarily, you had additional hives/nucs, you would be deemed to be under insured and the claim
would be null and void.
The implications of costs would be worked out for the next evening meeting.
Ken Smith wondered if we were losing members by not offering this as part of the membership.
b. Walter advised there was a proposition going forward at the Cumbria BKAssociation AGM in the
spring to allow the Cumbria BKAssociation to collect all the emails of Cumbria Branch members, for
the direct mailing of information about County beekeeping events.
For this to happen, the Cumbria Association needed to get the permission first of the Branches and
that the individual Branches then had to get the permission of their members, because next year there
were to be changes to be made to the "Data Protection Act" which laid down more stringent rules
about the use of personal information.
This proposition would be included in the bumper newsletter.
Walter also pointed out that any member could go to any other branch meeting.
c. Fiona promoted the Penrith Beekeepers Calendar for 2018 at cost of £5 each, all of which were
sold.
The meeting was closed at 9.15pm.

